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A) Competition format: 
A four-ball, better-ball, match-play competition, played in two stages, an initial Round Robin 
randomly drawn group stage; with the winners of each group and qualifying runners-up progressing 
to the second randomly drawn, match-play knockout stage. 
 

Stage 1: Group Round-Robin stage (matches are to be played from the yellow Tees, or from 

the winter mats if in use; matches may commence from either the 1st or the 5th teeing ground if 
agreed by the match pairs) 
  
All entered pairs will be allocated to one of four groups by a random draw. The pairs in each 
resulting group shall then play all other pairs in their group in a series of matches, each match 
comprising 18 completed holes. 
 
Points will be awarded for each group stage match as follows: 2 points for a win, 1 point for a half, 
no points for a loss. But the actual margin of each win/loss, after 18 completed holes, must also be 
recorded and shall be declared as the number of holes ‘up’ or holes ‘down’ for the respective sides. 
 
The winners and 2nd placed pairs within each group will be determined, first based on simply 
comparing the number of points scored.  
 
In the case of a points tie, final ranked positions within a group will be determined, secondly, by 
comparing the tied pairs total number of net holes up achieved after subtracting all holes down, 
across all the side's group stage matches. 
 
If there is still a tie, the match result between the tied pair will be used.  
 
Finally, if there is still a tie, the players will have the chance for a play-off to be completed soon after 
the end of the group stage. 
 
Please Note: 
 
All group stage matches are to be played between the designated dates. 
 
All group stage matches are to be played on dates and times mutually agreed between the pairs; matches may 
be played on any day of the week, as may be agreed by the two sides. Pairs should make every effort to 
accommodate each other’s working and family circumstances in order to complete their matches in a timely 
manner. 
 
If a pair feels that they may be at risk of having a match voided, through no fault of their own, they must 
report the situation as soon as possible to the Competitions Committee whose decision on the matter will be 
final. 
 
Should a pair withdraw, the reason for withdrawing must be given to the Competitions Committee in writing. 

 
 



Stage 2a: Knock-out Match-Play (matches to be played from the white tees commencing 

from the first teeing ground only)  
 
The Competitions Committee will conduct a random draw of the qualifying pairs from the group 
stage to determine the match-play knockout pairings. 
 
All knockout stage matches must start from the first tee. 
 
All knockout rounds prior to the final itself will be played in strict accord with the R&A’s match-play 
rules and all matches will end when a result has been determined even if less than 18 holes have 
been completed 
 
If the knockout round, other than the final itself, still be tied after 18 holes, play will continue, on a 
sudden death, hole-by-hole basis, starting again from the first hole (with all stroke allowances 
starting anew from hole one) until a winning pair has been determined  
 

Stage 2b: The Final (matches to be played from the white Tees commencing from the first 

teeing ground only)  
 
The final match of the Ed trophy will be played over 36 holes, starting from the 1st hole on the 
course, with an interval of not more than one hour between completion of the 18th hole and 
restarting the match on the 19th 
 
In the event of a tie, after 36 holes, play will continue, following a break of not more than 10 
minutes, on a sudden death, hole-by-hole basis until a winning side has been determined. All 
handicap stroke allowances will be taken anew in accord with the club's white stroke index from the 
first tee. 
  
Please note: 
If, due to darkness, or in the case of serious inclement weather, the finalists mutually agree (in 
accordance with the exception under rule 6-8a of the rules of golf) to discontinue their match they 
may do so without penalty. But, in such circumstances, all the relevant provisions of rule 6-8 within 
the R&A’s rules of golf will then operate.  
 
B) Entry Criteria: 
Entry is open to all men members who have entered at least two handicap qualifying cards within 
the previous 12 months. 
 
C) Handicap Limits: 
Maximum playing handicap of 32  
 
D) Handicap Allowances: 
Each player must check their current stroke index against the correct tee chart prior to the start of 
each match (yellow in the round-robin, white in the knock-out and final) to determine their course 
handicap. 
 
The playing handicap and handicap allowance is calculated as follows:  
In a 4-ball, better-ball, match each player’s playing handicap is calculated by taking 90% of their 
course handicap rounded to the nearest whole number (.5 rounds up). The number of shots each 
player receives is then calculated as the difference between their own playing handicap and that of 
the backmarker. The back-marker is the player with the lowest handicap. 



 
E) Stroke Index: 
All stroke allowances will be taken in accordance with the men's stroke index on the printed 
scorecard. 
 
F) Representation of Side: 
A side may be represented by one partner for all or for any part of a match (see rule 30-3a). Please 
note: a) an absent partner may not join the match during the play of a hole and b) even if it is the 
backmarker who is absent, all stroke allowances must still be calculated by reference to the 
backmarker’s own handicap (decision's 30-3 a/1 & 30-3a/3). 
 
G) Partner Substitution: 
If one partner is unable to play and before the side has played any match whatsoever, the side will 
be allowed to introduce a substitute. When a substitution is required any such substitution must be 
authorised by the Competitions Committee prior to the side playing any of its matches. 
 
H) Shortened Course:  (group stage matches played from the yellow tees/winter mats) 
If holes 3 and 12 are closed, competitors shall still play on normal handicap allowance terms, using 
stroke index as published, but will use the substituted holes 3 and 12. These substituted holes need 
not be played last, but rather in any sequence agreed by the two sides. 
 
I) Entry Fees:   
Such an amount as may be determined by the competitions committee. 


